Stop the European Union’s negotiation with Peru and Colombia: restraining injustice and inequality

In Brussels, from September 21 to 25 a new round of negotiations will be held between two countries from the Andean Community (CAN for its acronym in Spanish), Peru and Colombia and European Union (EU).  This negotiation will be held in spite that the other two CAN’s members, Ecuador and Bolivia have refused to accept the form of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and that is evident that the insistence from EU and Peru and Colombia governments in this type of negotiation, sharpens the crisis of Andean integration process and does not guarantee sustainable development of our countries. 

In this context, as civil society organizations from the Andes and Europe, we want to express our concerns with relation to this process and its potential impacts:

1. Global economic crisis have questioned the paradigm of “free trade” and all the international economic system based in the predominance of financial capital and multinational’s interests that have lead to an energy, food and climatic catastrophe.  FTA which are the aim of the EU and of the governments of Peru and Colombia block the ability of Andean countries to promote national development policies in benefit of the majority of its population.

2. Of an Agreement of Association to a FTA.  During the process of negotiation, the European Union and the governments of Peru and Colombia abandoned the discussion of the “pillars” of Political Dialogue and Cooperation to negotiate a typical FTA at the same time that the EC continued exerting pressure in order to obtain an agreement that essentially has the inclusion of the so called Singapore issues as its objective.  This means the highest degree of trade liberalization, including a wide liberalization of services and public purchases and the agreement on disciplines regarding issues related to trade as investment, intellectual property and competence policies.  The proposals of the governments of Bolivia and Ecuador and of those which look for the promotion of “fair Trade”, “trade agreements for development” and a real overcome of asymmetries were removed by the EU without even responding them and were ignored by the governments of Peru and Colombia as opposite to the free trade dogma.

3. The bilateral negotiation of this FTA aggravates the already existent tensions within CAN, and can affect the advance of the Andean integration process.  This makes evident the lack of coherence of EU with its discourse of support to regional integration and sustainable development of Andean countries.  The fact that the governments of Peru and Colombia have promoted and accepted this bilateral negotiation have sharpened the differences among the governments within the region, aggravating the existing tensions among the block’s members.  Instead of helping the Andean integration process that can help the countries to manage the  multiple effects of the crisis and to promote a sustainable development, it increases tensions and risks of break within CAN.

4. To liberalize the access to natural resources and to strategic sectors limits the possibilities of development and coerces the States’ sovereignty.  Natural resources, biodiversity, traditional knowledge, public services, water sources and mineral and energetic resources of the Andean region have been widely desired by transnational corporations from Europe and United States, the ones that will be the more benefited by this FTA agreement.  To put these strategic sectors for the countries’ development at the service of those corporations’ profit goes against the national interests of Andean countries and reinforces the predominance of neoliberal policies.
5.
The FTA with EU increases exclusion and conflicts in the Andean region.  Recent events in the region have proven the perversity of these agreements and the justification of social struggles against natural resources trade, placing the fact that FTA imply territory despoiling and human rights violation at the centre of the debate. Indigenous Peoples not only have not been consulted as the ILO (International Labour Organization) Convention 169 establishes, but also its protests have been criminalised.  They have forgotten recommendations about the effects of trade agreements on women, both from the CEDAW (Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women) as well as from the European Parliament. Analysis on the results in the countries where FTA were implemented reveal that they promote dependence on basic products exportation - with its consequences in food security and sovereignty – the increase in the prices of the medicines - affecting people’s health -, and the overexploitation of labour, especially the feminine one.  With the FTA and a greater expansion of the hydrocarbon and mining industries current internal conflicts in some areas among governments supporters of promoting foreign investment in extractive industries and the local population could be exacerbated.

6.
Where did human rights’ defence stay? Despite ongoing serious questions related to human rights enforcement and respect in the region, and that allegedly EU promotes the “democratic clause” in its trading negotiations, human rights and public liberties violations in Colombia and Peru have not deserved any attention during the process, although its adverse effects for the strengthening of democracy.  Finally, issues of great interest and urgency, i.e. the acknowledgement of migrant workers and their families’ rights in EU, have stayed out of the negotiations, although they are of great interest for Andean countries.

7.
There is a lack of mechanisms for the effective participation of civil society: From the beginning of the negotiations, Andean and European social movements and organizations have proposed the exclusion of issues that directly affect the enforcement of the people’s rights, which were not taken into consideration.  Others have pointed out the need that the so-called democratic clause should have a binding nature.  There have also been calls to create efficient mechanisms for the civil society participation, and not to continue the negotiations without evaluating their real impacts.  However, all these proactive capacity have been useless, because the EU and the Colombian and Peruvian governments continue negotiating at the back of the citizens and the proposals and participation of social organizations lack binding mechanisms.

8.
The recommendations and results of the Impact Study are not taken into consideration: Mechanisms of design, elaboration and socialization of the Impact and Sustainability Agreement Study requested by the European Commission were highly precarious, and just now when negotiations are ending they are gathering opinions on the results of the Study.  Therefore, it will not have real influence on the results.  On the other hand, these results advise that economic benefits of trade liberalization between both regions will not be equitable.

Thus, in the context of an international crisis and the effective impact that the negotiations between Peru and Colombia with the EU are having in the Andean integration process, the below signatories organizations demand that:

· In these conditions of restating of trade economic rules and global finances, of crisis of the Andean integration process, of human rights violations, of exclusion of alternative proposals, of serious threatens to the States’ capacities to promote development, the negotiation of this FTA must be suspended.

· A serious and deep restating of economic and political relationships of EU and the Andean region must be addressed, in order to look for a relationship and economic and trade agreements that benefit peoples and not preserve an evident unfair and unequal situation.  This new relationship should not be based on free trade, but on the primacy of international treaties and covenants on Human Rights of Peoples and Nature.

· This restatement must take into consideration a serious of alternative proposals that diverse civil society organizations and networks both in the Andean Region and in Europe are developing in order to strengthen the regional integration not subordinated to the FTA.  In other words, integration from the people.

Lima, September 15, 2009.

