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Motion
tabled by the Members of the Bundestag Heike Hänsel, Jan van Aken, Christine Buchholz, Sevim Dağdelen, Dr Diether Dehm, Wolfgang Gehrcke, Annette Groth, Inge Höger, Andrej Hunko, Harald Koch, Stefan Liebich, Niema Movassat, Thomas Nord, Paul Schäfer, Alexander Ulrich, Katrin Werner and the Left Party parliamentary group
The free-trade agreement between the EU, Colombia and Peru: safeguarding the German Bundestag’s participatory rights
The Bundestag is requested to adopt the following motion:
I. The German Bundestag notes:
1. At the summit of the heads of state and government of the European Union (EU) and Latin America in Madrid on 18 May 2010, the free-trade agreement between the EU, Colombia and Peru was signed. On the European Union’s side, the Member States and the European Parliament must still confirm the conclusion of the agreement within the ordinary legislative procedure.
2. The free-trade agreement’s provisions on the liberalisation of the public procurement markets and the liberalisation of competition law and of investment and patent protection represent fundamental interference in the economic governance of the Latin American partner countries, and thus affect issues relating to development policy.
3. Against the background of the grave human rights situation in Peru and Colombia and recent revelations that the DAS, a Colombian intelligence agency, has sought to influence the EU human rights committee by illegal means, many human rights organisations have protested against the conclusion of the agreement.
4. According to an initial assessment by the Federal Ministry of Economics transmitted via the German Bundestag’s Research Services (WD 11 - 3000 - 85/10), the free-trade agreement between the EU, Colombia and Peru also deals with issues which are not part of the common trade policy of the EU. The agreement must therefore be ratified by the parliaments of the EU Member States.
II. The German Bundestag calls on the Federal Government
- 
to provide full information without delay about what other issues, besides trade policy, are dealt with in the free-trade agreement between the EU, Colombia and Peru;
- 
to submit to the Bundestag, following the conclusion of the agreement within the ordinary legislative procedure, a draft law approving the agreement, to enable the Bundestag to exercise its legislative duty of taking a decision on the ratification of a free-trade agreement between the EU, Colombia and Peru which, rather than dealing exclusively with trade policy, also deals with issues relating to structural, constitutional and human rights policy.
Berlin, 8 June 2010
Dr Gregor Gysi and parliamentary group


